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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A file retrieval system comprising: 
a file server connected to an internet: 

a client machine includin g a Web browser connected to the internet, said Web 
browser d isplaying a Web page associated with a URL; 

a file transfer server connected to the internet, wherein the file server, the client 
machine, and the file transfer serv er are remotely located from each other: wherein client 
machine is configured to convey a file request to the file transfer server, said file req uest 
including the URL, wh erein the file transfer server is configured to establish a direct 
connection with the file server, an d wherein at least one file associated with the URL is 
conveyed over the di rect connection and stored in a storage space specified by the file 
transfer sewer, said storage space b eing remotely located from the client machine. A 
system for providing a file retrieval, storage and forwarding servic e for a user of a data 
communication network, said system compri s ing: a file tran s f e r server connected to s aid 
n e twork; said file tran s fer s e rver communicating with aaid user to receive first and 
s e cond different requests from at least one workstation operated by paid user: s aid file 
transfer sew e r including: elements responsiv e to a said first reque s t to retrieve a data filo 
from a source on said network id e ntified in th e respective request, said source remote 
from both said user workstation and transfer s e rver, said olements acting further to s tore 
the retrieved filo for said user; clemcnto for confinning to said user retri e val and storage 
of said requ e sted filo; and elements responsive to a said second request issu e d by said 
user to transmit said stored file to said user. 
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2 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the conveying of the URL to 
the transfer server is performed in a manner transparent to a user of the Web Browser, 
wherein a program aut omatically includes the URL of the displayed Web page in the file 
request. A system in accordanc e with claim 1 wherein said first request may bo issued by 
said user when, duo to conditions at said user's workstation, it is more conveni e nt to said 
user to have said file retrieved and stored by said file s e wer than to download said flic 
directly to said user' s workstation. 

3 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2. wherein the Web page includes at 
least one hyperlink a file, wherein said at least one file associated with the URL is 
associated by said at least one hyperlink included within the Web pape. A svntom in 
accordance with claim 2 wherein s aid conditions at said user's workstation and the size of 
the request e d file mak e it impractical for said user to dir e ctly download said requested 
fil e to said user's workstation 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3. wherein said at least one hyperlink 
includes a plurality of hyperlinks, wherein said at least one file associated with the URL 
i ncludes a plurality of files. A system in accorrinncn with nlm'm ?. whnrmn n niH ^nr | H^ m 
at said user's workstation involve execution of tasks more important than r e trieval -ei^he 
r e qu e sted file, which tasks would be unduly impeded by direct downloading of the 
requested fil e to said user's workstation. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 a wherein the client machine is 
configure d to offload a file retrieval process associated with retrieving said at least one 
file to the file transfer server to conserve processing resources of the client machine . A 
s yst e m in accordanc e with claim 2 wherein said requested file is a larg e file, said user 
issues said first requ e st from a first workstation op e rating at a slow transmission s peed 
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that makes it impractical for said user to directly download said requested file; and said 
user issue s said s e cond request from a second workstation operating at a fast transmission 
speed more conduciv e to e fficient retrieval of the requested filo r 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 5. further comprising: 

a different client machine connected to the internet, said different client machine 

having a connection to the internet which is faster than a connection of the client 
machine, wherein said second client machine is configured to retrieve said at least one 
file from the file tra n sfer server. A system in accordnn^n with nlnim ? w her e i n ^ntd ugpr 
workstation at which said first request is issued lies behind a firewall which effectively 
p r e v e nts transf e r of data directly from said remote source to th e respective workstation, 
but doe s not prev e nt prevent transf e r of data from said transfer s e rv e r to th e same 
workstation. 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1. further comprising: 

a firewall that prevents files from being direcdv transferred from the client 
machine and the file server. A syst e m in accordance witT i rtlnim § whomin Hr>th 
transfer server and a workstation instantly op e rated by said user to is s ue said first r e quest 
ar e b e hind said firewall and said remot e source of data is outside said firewall. 

8 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7, wherein the client machine is 
configured to retrieve the designated file from the file transfer server. A syjrtem in 
accordanc e with claim 5 wherein both said transfer - s e rv e r and a workstation operated by 
said user to i s sue said second requ e st are situated b e hind said firewall, and wherein said 
remote source of data and anoth e r workstation operated by said user to issue said firet 
request are situated outside said fir e wall. 



6 



PACE 7/24 • RCVD AT 12/5/2005 8:57:55 PM [Eastern Standard Time) * BVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:©54 252 0140 * DURATION (mm-ss): 09-04 



Dec 05 05'07:02p Brian K. Buchheit 



954 252 0140 



Appln.No. 10/086.390 
Amendment dated Dec. 05, 2005 
Reply to Office action of Aug. 03, 2005 
Docket No. BOC9-200 1 -0020 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein the firewall permits file 
transfer se rver to retrieve said at least one file from the file server, and wherein the 
firewall p ermits the client machine to retrieve said at least one file from the file transfer 
server. A s ystem in accordance with claim 5 wherein both the transf e r serv e r and a 
workstation operated by said user to issu e said first r e qu e st ore behind said firewall, and 
s aid remot e data sourc e and another workstation op e rat e d by said user to i s sue s aid 
second request are outside said fir e wall. 

10. (Currently Amended) A file retrieval method comprising: 

presenting a Web page within a Web browser of a first client machine, the Web 

page including at least one hyperlink to a file designated by the hyperlink, each said 
designated file being served by a file server connected to the first client machine via an 
internet: 

said client machine sending a first request to a file transfer server connected to the 

first client machine via the internet, the file request including a URL for the Web page: 

responsive to the first request, the file transfer server utilizing the URL to 

determine at least one file designated by the hyperlink: 

establishing a direct connection between the file server and the file transfer server: 

conveying the determined at least one file over the direct connection: 

storing the determined at least one file in a storage space remotely located from 

the client machine 

the file transfer server receiving a second request for the stored at least one file 

from a second client machine: and 

the file transfer server conveying the stored at least one file to the second 

client machine . A m e thod of providing a data file retrieval, storag e and forwarding 
service to a user of a data communication n e twork, r e lative to a source of a data fil e 
remoto from said user, said method compri s ing: maintaining a transfer scrvico facility 

7 



PACE 8/24 * RCVD AT 12/5/2005 8:57:55 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 • DNI8:2738300 • CSID:954 252 0140 * DURATION (mm-ss): 09-04 



Dec 05 05 *07:02p Brian K. Buchheit 



954 252 0140 



P.9 



AppIn.No. 10/086,390 
Amendment dated Dec. 05, 2005 
Reply to Office action of Aug. 03 f 2005 
Docket No, BOC9-200 1-0020 

connected to said network; op e rating said facility to rocoivo first and socond requests at 
different times from workstations operated by said network user; responding to paid first 
r e qu e st to r e tri e ve a data file from said remote source via said n e twork; the location of 
said sourc e on said network being indicated in said first request; storing said retrieved 
data file for s aid us e r; and responding to said s e cond reque s t to transmit said stored data 
fil e to a workstation instantly operated by said user to issue said second r e quest. 

1 1 . (Currently Amende d) The method of claim 10. wherein the first client machine 
and the s econd client machines are different client machines, and wherein the first request 
and the second request are generated bv a common user . A method of providing a fil e 
retrieval, storage and delivery service in accordance with claim 9 w he r e in said first and 
s e cond requests arc issued by different workstations remote from each oth e r, both 
op e rated by said user. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the second client machine 
is the same machine as the first client machine, and wherein the first request and the 
second request are generated bv a common user. A method in accordanc e with claim O 
wh e rein said first and s e cond requests ar e both issu e d by a single workstation op e rat e d by 
said user. 

1 3 . (Currently Arpended YThe method of claim 10. further comprising: 

after the first request has been sent and before the second request has been 
received, notifying a user who submitted the first request of a successful completion of 
the storing step . A method in accordance with claim 0 including tho atop., hotwonn 
re s ponses to said first and second reques t, of notifying said user of succ e ssful compl e tion 
of said retri e val and s toring op e rations. 
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14. (Currently Amended) Tbe method of claim 13. wherein the notifying step 
comprises sending an email message to the user, wherein the second request is used bv 
the user contingent upon receipt of the email messag e. A m e thod in accordance with 
claim 12 wher e in said network is tho Int e rnet; s aid workstation oporatod by said user to 
issu e said first request employs a brow s er program to locat e said r e mote data s ourc e ; and 
said stop of notifying said user of said s uccessful completion comprises sending an o mail 
me s sag e - to said user containing said notification; and s aid s econd r e qu es t i s i s sued by 
said user c o nting e nt upon receipt of said confirming messag e . 

1 5. (Currently Amended VThe method of claim 10. further comprising: 

after the sending step, the client machine browsing the internet, wherein said 
submittin g, establishing, conveying, and storing steps are performed concurrent with 
browsing step . Tho method of claim 12 wher e in said first and second requ e sts arc issued 
at said us e r workstations by service programs provided - by said s e rvic e ; said s e rvice 
programs being configur e d to run concurr e nt with 3aid browser program; whereby 
transmittal of s aid first r e quest pr ese nt s minimal interferenc e to other data processes 
currently being executed at th e workstation in s tantly operat e d by said user to issue said 
first r e quest; and whereby proc e s se s e xecuted at said workstation, othor than said service 
programs and browser program, are minimally imp e ded by th e tran s mittal o f said first 
r e qu e st. - 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10. wherein a firewall prevents files 
from being directly transferred to the first client machine from the file server. ¥he 
m e thod of claim 12 - wher e in both said transf e r s erv er and a singl e s aid workstation 
issuing said first and second requests are behind a-fkewall; and said r e mot e data fil e 
source is outside of said firewall; wherein said fir e wall is effective to pr e vent direct 
transmittal of said data file from said remot e s ourc e to said singl e workstation, but 
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ineffective to block transmittal of th e same filo from said sourc e to s aid transf e r s e w e r, 
and also ineffective to block transmittal of th e sam e fil e from said transf e r serv e r to said 
s ingl e work s tation. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 6. the second client machine is the 
same machine as the first client machine . Th e m e thod of claim 12 wher e in: said first and 
second requests are i s sued re s p e ctiv e ly by first and second differ e nt workstation s ; said 
transfer server and said s e cond workstation ar e behind a fir e wall r e stricting 
communication s betwe e n said n e twork and both said second workstation and said 
transfer server; and said first work s tation and said r e mot e source are outside 3aid firewall. 

1 8 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10. wherein the at least one hyperlink 
comprises a plurality of hyperlinks, wherein a plurality of files each of which are 
designated by a hyperlink are retrieved by the file transfer server responsive to the first 
request. T he method of claim 12 wherein: said fir s t and s e cond r e quests ore resp e ctiv e ly 
transmitted from diff e r e nt first and second workstations op e rated by said u s er; said first 
workstation and said transf e r s erver or e behind a firewall effectively preventing dir e ct 
transmission of said data file from said remote sourc e to said first workstation, but 
p e rmitting tran s mission of said data file from said remote source to said transf e r s e rv e r ^ 
and s aid s e cond workstation and said remote source are both outsid e said fir e wal l 

19. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable storage having stored thereon, a 
computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections executable by a 
machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

selecting a Web site bv designating a URL for the Web site: 

presenting in a Web browser content from the Web sites, said presented content 

including at least one hyperlink to a file; 
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conveying a file request to a file transfer server thereby offloading to the file 

transfer server a task of retrieving files designated bv the at least o ne hyperlin k from a 
file server associated with the URL, wherein a program automatically includes the URL 
of the displayed Web page in the file request: 

browsing while the file transfer server downloads the files designated bv the at 

least one hyperlink without suffering performance losses which would have occurred had 
the task not been offloaded: and 

retrieving the downloaded files from the file transfer server. A program for a client 

us e r of a n e twork transfer servic e , said - servic e operating a transfer server, in respon se to 
r e qu es ts receiv e d from said client, to retriev e , stor e and forward data from sources 
specified in said requests, said program comprising: e l e ments for forming retrieval 
r e quests containing a network location from which data is to b e r e tri e v e d; elements for 
connecting- a workstation us e d by said client to s aid transf e r serv e r; e lements for 
transmitting said retri e val requ e sts to said transfer server; elements for forming transf e r 
r e quests indicating data stored at s aid transfer serv e r which is to be forwarded to said 
cli e nt; and e lements for tran s mitting said transf e r r e qu e sts to said transfer s e rver . 

20. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable storage having stored thereon* a 
computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections executable by a 
machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

receiving a file request that includes a URL from a client machine: 

establishing a direct connection between a file server associated with the URL: 
detecting at least one hyperlinks contained within a Web page associated with the 
URL, each of the hyperlinks being associated with a file: 

requesting each file associated with a hyperlink of the Web page from the file 

server: 

receiving requested file over the direct connection: 
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storing the received file in a storage space remotely located from the client 
machine: and 

proving the stored file to a user of the client machine upon request. A prngrnm for 
q transfer sorvor operated by a network transfer service, aaid transfer oporating relative to 
a data transmission network to retrieve, store and forward data in behalf of client users of 
s aid transf e r service; said program comprising: elements re s ponsive to retrieval reque s ts 
received from said client users to retrieve and stor e data for re s p e ctive client users; said 
retrieval requests specifying network locations at which respective data is to be retrieved: 
elements operating on completing retrieval and storage of data specified in said retrieval 
requests for transmitting notification communications to respective said client users; and 
elcmonts responsive to transfer requests received from said client users for forwarding 
data stored in response to prior retrieval requests to respective client users . 
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